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Be Joyful All!
A	Christmas	Mini-Musical	

Paul	Lawrence	Dunbar’s	classic	poem	“Christmas	Carol”	serves	as	narration	between	four	
reverent	 yet	 festive	 easy/medium-difficulty	 anthems	 arr.	 by	 Phillip	 Keveren,	 Dennis	
Allen,	Kyle	Hill,	and	Jeff	Lippencott.	20	minutes	long	w/optional	handbell	opener.		

This	poem	appeared	in	The	Complete	Poems	of	Paul	Laurence	Dunbar	
(Dodd,	Mead	and	Company,	1922).	It	is	in	the	public	domain.	
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Arrangement copyright © 2009 RiverSpring Music Publishing (BMI)
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Joyful!  (q = 60)

From the Worship Today® volume:
Hungry, I Come
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Be Joyful All!
SCRIPT:	

INSTRUMENTALISTS	PLAY:	“He	Is	Born”	arranged	by	Don	Michael	Dicie	

Christmas	Carol	
By	Paul	Laurence	Dunbar	

			Ring	out,	ye	bells!	
			All	Nature	swells	
With	gladness	at	the	wondrous	story—	
			The	world	was	lorn,	
			But	Christ	is	born	
To	change	our	sadness	into	glory.	

			Sing,	earthlings,	sing!	
			Tonight,	a	King	
Hath	come	from	heaven's	high	throne	to	bless	us.	
			The	outstretched	hand	
			O'er	all	the	land	
Is	raised	in	pity	to	caress	us.	

CHOIR	SINGS:	“Blessed	Savior,	Son	of	God”	arranged	by	Phillip	Keveren	
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Copyright © 2010 McKinney Music, Inc. (BMI)/Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP)

(both admin. by LifeWay Worship).
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Be Joyful All!

Come	at	his	call;	
			Be	joyful	all;	
Away	with	mourning	and	with	sadness!	
			The	heavenly	choir	
			With	holy	fire	
Their	voices	raise	in	songs	of	gladness.	[over	intro	to	next	song]	

CHOIR	SINGS:	“Glory	to	God”	arranged	by	Dennis	Allen	
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From the Worship Today® volume:
It Was a Starry Night

Words by
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Be Joyful All!

The	darkness	breaks	
			And	Dawn	awakes,	
Her	cheeks	suffused	with	youthful	blushes.	
			The	rocks	and	stones	
			In	holy	tones	
Are	singing	sweeter	than	the	thrushes.	

			Then	why	should	we	
			In	silence	be,	
When	Nature	lends	her	voice	to	praises;	
			When	heaven	and	earth	
			Proclaim	the	truth	
Of	Him	for	whom	that	lone	star	blazes?	

CHOIR	SINGS:	“Love	Came	to	Life”	arranged	by	Kyle	Hill	
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F
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B bsus4
2 B b B bsus4

2 B b F/B b
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œ œ œ œ œ
œ
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œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
wor - ship not a child, but Christ the
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slightly strongerÓ Œ ‰ jœ
and
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œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
as we gaze at stars a - bove, ourœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

slightly stronger

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Dm

37 .œ jœ ˙

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ ‰ jœœ
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God came to this earth to
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C/E
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œœ œœ œœ œœ
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Fsus

œ œ œ
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&

?

&
?

b b

b b

b b

b b

fi CODA
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..˙̇ ‰ ƒ
Jœœ
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fin - 'lly come, aœœ œœ ˙̇ ‰ Jœœ

œœœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
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neath the star so bright, on thatœ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œœœ œ œ œœœ# œ œ
Am E7(# 5)
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œ œ œ œ œ ‰ Jœ
si - lent, ho - ly night, God'sœ œ œ œ œ ‰ Jœ
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œ œœ œœ ..œœ jœœ
gift of love came toœ œœ œœ .œœ œ œJœ
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F Gsus G

œ œ œ œ œ
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f
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58

.˙
œ

rit.

rit.

,

,

59

œ œ œ .œ Jœ
gift of love came toœ œ œ .œ Jœ
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Be Joyful All!

			No,	be	not	still,	
			But	with	a	will	
Strike	all	your	harps	and	set	them	ringing;	
			On	hill	and	heath	
			Let	every	breath	
Throw	all	its	power	into	singing!	

CHOIR	SINGS:	“A	Christmas	Medley	(O	Come	All	Ye	Faithful,	Hark	the	Herald,	
Joy	to	the	World)”	arranged	by	Jeff	Lippencott	

Note:	a	video	track	of	this	medley	is	also	available	for	Unlimited	PLUS	Members	to	
download	and	use	for	a	congregational	singalong.	
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&
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b
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œ
O
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4
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˙ œ œ
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˙ œ œ

...œœœ jœ œ œ
F

œ œ œ Jœ œ Jœ

˙ œ Œ
faith - ful,

˙ œ Œ

....œœœœ
jœœ œ œ

C/F

œ œ œ Jœ œ Jœ

œ œ œ œ
joy - ful and tri -œ œ œ œ

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
F C/F F B b/F

w‰ œ jœ jœ œ jœ

&
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b
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˙ jœ ‰ œ
um - phant; O˙ Jœ ‰ œ

...œœœ œ œ œœ œœ
F C Dm
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œ œ œ œœ œœ

˙ œ œ
come ye, O

˙ œ œ

œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œœn œ
Dm7 C G/B

˙ œ œn

œ œ œ œ
come ye to

œ œ œ œ

œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ
C Dm7 C/E F

œ œ œ œ

˙ .œ jœ
Beth - le -

˙ .œ jœ

..œœ jœœ ..œœn jœ
C/G G

œ œ œ œ œ œ

A Christmas Medley

Worshipful  q  = 96

Arranged by
JEFF LIPPENCOTT

Permission granted – all photocopying rights within your church. 
Arr. Copyright © 2000 by CRI, Canton, OH • 1 800 992-2144.

"O Come, All Ye Faithful"
(John F. Wade; trans. Frederick Oakeley)
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œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ
F/A Gm F

˙ œ œ

˙̇ œœ Œ
hold him,

∑

œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ
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œ œ œ œ œ œ
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Lord!ww
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œ œ œ œ
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œ œ œ œ
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œ œ œ œ œ œ
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œ œ œ œ
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Gm D/F # Gm Gm7

œœ œœ## œ œ œ
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...œœœ œ œ ˙̇#
Dsus D
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œ œ œ œ œ
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"Joy to the World"
(Isaac Watts/G. F. Handel)
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