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The Whole World Sings at Christmas 

 

A Musical for Older Children/Youth 
 
This 30-minute musical for older children/youth gets straight to the heart of the Christmas story: 
Jesus was born so that we might be born again. The 8 songs—including 3 familiar carols—are 
fun and upbeat and arranged in unison and 2-part. Simple, short narration can be handled by 3 
kids.  
 
[Performance suggestions: This program is easily adaptable to whatever stage or platform that’s 
available. There are simple narration parts for three kids, who you’ll want to properly mike and 
have to one side of the choir. The kids with the speaking roles should sing when the choir sings, 
so make sure their mikes are turned down then.] 
 

Original narration copyright © 2018 Belden Music Publishing Company, Inc.  
Scripture verses are excerpted from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. 

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. ™  
 

 
SCRIPT: 

 
CHOIR SINGS: “The Whole World Sings At Christmas” arranged by Jeff Slaughter 

 
Kid 1: It’s true! The whole world does sing at Christmastime! And it’s not just because it’s a 
happy time of year... it’s because Christmas is the story of God’s amazing love for the whole 
world. 
 
Kid 2: For centuries, God’s people had been waiting for a Messiah to save them. On that night in 
Bethlehem, God sent his own Son to fulfill the promises of scripture. 
 
Kid 3: Jesus would be our “Emmanuel,” a Jewish name that means “God with us.”  
 

CHOIR SINGS: “O Come O Come Emmanuel” arranged by Paul Mills 
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The Whole World Sings at Christmas 

 

 
 
Kid 1: Here’s what the Bible says about that first Christmas:  
 
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 
An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. (Luke 2:8-9) 
 
Kid 2: But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great 
joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in 
a manger.” (Luke 2:10-12) 
 
Kid 3: Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor 
rests.” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
(Luke 2:13-15) 
 

CHOIR SINGS: “Once Upon A Manger” arranged by Russell Mauldin 
 
[No narration: go directly into...] 
 

CHOIR SINGS: “The First Noel” arranged by Dave Cleveland 



&
&

44

44
œ œ .œ Jœ

" . . . Someone inside called out . . ."

œ œ .˙

C

P

Gently (q = 76)

œ .˙

œ œ .˙

F2
A

F
A œ œ .œ Jœ

œ œ .˙

G7
B œœ œœ œœœ œœ œ

jœ .œ ˙?

Csus42
Em
B

&
?

œ œ .œ œ œ

5
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Am ...˙̇̇ œ œ

œ œ œ œ ˙

FM7

œ ˙ œ œ
˙˙˙ ˙

Gsus www
œ œ œ œ œ œ

G

&

&
?

˙ œ œ œ
Bright star o ver

œœ œœ œœ ˙̇

9

ww

C

PCHILDREN
œ œ œ œ Œ
Beth le hem

œœ œ# œ œ œ
ww#

D
F #

.œ jœ œ œ
on a deep blue

œœ œ œœ œœ
˙̇b ˙̇b

F m6
A b

.˙ Œ
night;

œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙̇ œœ œœ

C
G C G

B

- - -

17

Once Upon a Manger
Words and Music by

LOWELL ALEXANDER 
Arranged by

RUSSELL MAULDIN
 
 

Permission granted – all photocopying rights within your church.
Copyright ©   2006 StarSaylor Music Publishing (admin. by ICG) (ASCAP)

Belden Street Music Publishing (ASCAP).
 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Published by Discover Worship  • 1 (866) 859-7622

From DiscoverWorship.com

(Children's Choir and Women)



&

&
?

˙ œ œ œ
no room left there

œœ œœ œœ œœ œ œ œ

13

..˙̇ œ œ

Am

.œ jœ œ ‰ jœ
at the inn for

œœœ œ œ œ ˙

..˙̇# œœ

D
F #

.œ jœ œ œ
Jo seph and his

œœ œ œœ œœ
..˙̇b œœ

F m6
A b

.˙ Œ
wife.

œœœ œ œ ˙̇̇

..˙̇ œ

Gsus G

-

&

&
?

œ œ œ œ œ
Once up on a

œ œ œ œ ˙

17 œ œ ˙ œ

C

FAdd WOMEN

F

œ ˙ Œ
man ger,

œœ œœ œ œ œ œ

.œ Jœ œ œ

F2
A

F
A

œ œ .œ jœ
Hope came to this

œœ œ œ ˙̇

..œœ Jœœ œœ œœ

G7
B

.˙ Œ
earth;

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
˙̇ œœ œœ

C G
B

- -

&

&
?

.œ jœ œ œ
ti ny, lit tle

œ œ œ œœ œ

21

..˙̇ œ œ

Am

œ ˙ Œ
Sav ior,

œœ ˙̇ œ
˙̇# œœ œœ

D
F #

œ œ œ œ œ
hum ble, ho ly

œœ œ œ œ œ
˙̇ œœ œœ

C
G

.˙ Œ
birth.

œœœ œœœ œœœ œ œ
..œœ jœœ ˙̇

Gsus G

- - - - -

18

Once Upon a Manger - 18



&

&
?

œ œ œ œ œ
Sent here from the

œ œ œ œ ˙

25 œ œ ˙ œ

C

œ ˙ Œ
Fa ther,

œœ œœ œ œ œ œ

.œ Jœ œ œ

F
A

œ œ .œ jœ
this world to a

œœ œ œ ˙̇

..œœ Jœœ œœ œœ

G7
B

.˙ Œ
dorn;

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
˙̇ œ œ œ

C G
B Am

- -

&

&
?

.œ jœ œ œ
once up on a

œ œ œ œ œ œ

29

˙̇# ˙̇

E
G #

œ ˙ ‰ jœ
man ger, the

œœœ œ œ œ œ œ œ
˙̇ ˙̇N

Am Am2
G

Am
G

œ œ œ œ œ
night when Christ was

˙̇̇ œœ œœ
˙̇ ˙

C
F

C
G G

- -

&

&
?

w
born.

œ œ .œ Jœ

32 œ œ ˙ œ

C

P

∑

œœ ..˙̇

.œ Jœ œ œ

F2
A

F
A

∑

œ œ .œ Jœ
ww

G7
B

∑

œœœ œ œ œœœ œœœ
˙̇ ˙̇

C
F Gsus G

19

Once Upon a Manger - 19



&

&
?

˙ œ œ œ
An gel voic es

œœ œœ œœ ˙̇

36

ww

C

PCHILDREN

P

œ œ œ œ Œ
in the sky,

œœ œ# œ œ œ
ww#

D
F #

.œ jœ œ œ
glo ry's wings un

œœ œ œœ œœ
˙̇b ˙̇b

F m6
A b

.˙ Œ
furled;

œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙̇ œœ œœ

C
G C G

B

- - - -

&

&
?

˙ œ œ œ
on this night a

œœ œœ œœ œœ œ œ œ

40

..˙̇ œ œ

Am

.œ jœ œ Œ
Child has come,

œœœ œ œ œ ˙

..˙̇# œœ

D
F #

.œ jœ œ œ
come to save the

œœ œ œœ œœ
..˙̇b œœ

F m6
A b

.˙ Œ
world.

œœœ œ œ ˙̇̇

..˙̇ œ

Gsus G

&

&
?

œ œ œ œ œ
Once up on a

œ œ œ œ ˙

44 œ œ ˙ œ

C

FAll

F

œ ˙ Œ
man ger,

œœ œœ œ œ œ œ

.œ Jœ œ œ

F
A

œ œ .œ jœ
hope came to this

œœ œ œ ˙̇

..œœ Jœœ œœ œœ

G7
B

.˙ Œ
earth;

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
˙̇ œœ œœ

C G
B

- -

20

Once Upon a Manger - 20



&

&
?

.œ jœ œ œ
ti ny, lit tle

œ œ œ œœ œ

48

..˙̇ œ œ

Am

œ ˙ Œ
Sav ior,

œœ ˙̇ œ
˙̇# œœ œœ

D
F #

œ œ œ œ œ
hum ble, ho ly

œœ œ œ œ œ
˙̇ œœ œœ

C
G

.˙ Œ
birth.

œœœ œœœ œœœ œ œ
..œœ jœœ ˙̇

Gsus G

- - - - -

&

&
?

œ œ œ œ œ
Sent here from the

œ œ œ œ ˙

52 œ œ ˙ œ

C

œ ˙ Œ
Fa ther,

œœ œœ œ œ œ œ

.œ Jœ œ œ

F2
A

F
A

œ œ .œ jœ
this world to a

œœ œ œ ˙̇

..œœ Jœœ œœ œœ

G7
B

.˙ Œ
dorn;

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
˙̇ œ œ œ

C G
B Am

- -

&

&
?

.œ jœ œ œ
once up on a

œ œ œ œ œ œ

56

˙̇# ˙̇

E
G #

œ ˙ ‰ jœ
man ger, the

œœœ œ œ œ œ œ œ
˙̇ ˙̇N

Am Am2
G

Am
G

œ œ œ œ œ
night when Christ was

˙̇̇ œœ œœ
˙̇ ˙

C
F

C
G G

- -

21

Once Upon a Manger - 21



&

&
?

.˙ Œ
born.

wwww

59 œ œ œ œ œ œ

C2

œ œ œ œ œ
Sent here from the

œ œ œ œ ˙

œ œ ˙ œ

C

P

P

œ ˙ Œ
Fa ther,

œœ œœ œ œ œ œ

.œ Jœ œ œ

F
A

-

&

&
?

œ œ .œ jœ
this world to a

œœ œ œ ˙̇

62

..œœ Jœœ œœ œœ

G7
B

.˙ Œ
dorn;

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
˙̇ œ œ œ

C G
B Am

.œ jœ œ œ
once up on a

œ œ œ œ œ œ
˙̇# ˙̇

E
G #

- -

&

&
?

œ ˙ ‰ jœ
man ger, the

œœœ œ œ œ œ œ œ

65

˙̇ ˙̇N

Am Am
G

CHILDREN

œ œ œ œ œ
night when Christ was

˙̇̇ œœ œœ
˙̇ ˙

C
F GC

G

rit.

rit.

w
U
born.

wwwwgggggggggggggggg
www

C2

-

22

Once Upon a Manger - 22



&

&
?

44

44

44

∑

‰ jœœœ œœœ œ œœœ œœœ
.œ jœ ˙

C

Driving rock  (q = 110)

f

∑

œ .œ œ œ œœ œœ œœœ
.œ jœ œ œ œ

∑

‰ jœœœ œœœ œ œœœ œœœ
.œ jœ ˙

Ó Œ œ œ
1. The

œ .œ œ œ œœ ˙̇

œ œ œ œ œ

PCHILDREN

&

&
?

˙ œ œ œ œ
first No

..œœ jœœ ˙̇

5 œ ˙ œ

C5

P

˙ Œ œ œ
el the

..œœ jœœ ˙̇
œ ˙ œ

G
C

.œ Jœ œ œ œ
an gel did

..œœ jœœ ˙̇
œ ˙ œ

F
C

˙ Œ œ œ
say, Was to

..œœ jœœ œœ œœ
œ ˙ œ œ

C5

- -

&

&
?

.œ Jœ œ œ
cer tain poor

..œœ jœœ ˙̇
9 œ ˙ œ

F
C

.œ jœ jœ ‰ œ
shep herds in

..œœ jœœ ˙̇

œ ˙ œ

C5

.œ jœ œ œ œ
fields as they

..œœ jœœ ˙̇
œ ˙ œ

F
C

˙ Œ œ œ
lay; In

..œœ jœœ ˙̇

œ ˙ œ œ

C5

- -

23

The First Noel
(Children’s Choir)

TRADITIONAL ENGLISH CAROL    
Arranged by

DAVE CLEVELAND 
 
 

Permission granted – all photocopying rights within your church.
Copyright © 2009 and this arrangement © copyright 2013 McKinney Music, Inc. (BMI)

(admin. by Music Services, www.musicservices.org).CCLI #46245
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Published by Discover Worship  • 1 (866) 859-7622

From DiscoverWorship.com



&

&
?

˙ œ œ œ œ
fields where

..œœ jœœ œœ œ œ

13 œ ˙ œ

C5

˙ Œ œ œ
they lay

..œœ jœœ œœ œ œ
œ ˙ œ

G
C

.œ Jœ œ œ œ
keep ing their

..œœ jœœ œœ œ œ

œ ˙ œ

F
C

˙ Œ œ œ
sheep, On a

...œœœ jœœ œœ œ œ

œ ˙ œ

C

-

&

&
?

.œ Jœ œ œ œ
cold win ter’s

...œœœ jœœ œœ œ œ

17 œ ˙ œ

F
C

.œ jœ jœ ‰ œ
night that

...œœœ jœœœ œœœ œ œ

œ ˙ œ

G
C

.œ jœ œ œ œ
was so

...œœœ jœœ œœ œœ
œ ˙ œ

F
C

˙ Œ œ œ
deep. 2. For

www
ww

C

F
-

&

&
?

˙ œ œ œ œ
all to

...œœœ jœœœ œœœ œ œ œ

21 œ ˙ œ

C

F

˙ Œ œ œ
see there

...œœœ jœœ œœ œ œ
œ ˙ œ

G

.œ Jœ œ œ œ
was a

...œœœ jœœ œœ œœœ
œ ˙ œ

Am

˙ Œ œ œ
star Shin ing

...œœœ
jœ œœœ œœ

œ ˙ œ

Em

-

24

The First Noel - 24



&

&
?

.œ Jœ œ œ
in the

..œœ jœœ œœ œœœ

25
œ ˙ œ

F

.œ jœ jœ ‰ œ
east, be

...œœœ jœœ œœ œ œ
œ ˙ œ

C

.œ jœ œ œ œ
yond them

..œœ jœœœ œœœ œœœ
œ ˙ œ

F

˙ Œ œ œ
far, And

...œœœ
jœœ œœœ œœœ

œ ˙ œ œ

C

-

&

&
?

˙ œ œ œ œ
to the

œœœ œ œœœ œœœ œ œ œ

29 œ ˙ œ

˙ Œ œ œ
earth it

...œœœ jœœ œœ œ œ
œ ˙ œ

G

.œ Jœ œ œ œ
gave great

...œœœ jœœœ œœœ œ œ

œ ˙ œ

Am

˙ Œ œ œ
light, And

..œœ œœ œœ œœœ œœœ œ œ œ

.˙ œ

Em

&

&
?

.œ Jœ œ œ œ
so it con

...œœœ
jœœœ œœœ œ œ

33
œ ˙ œ

F

.œ jœ jœ ‰ œ
tin ued both

...œœœ jœœœ œœœ œ œ

œ ˙ œ

C

.œ jœ œ œ œ
day and

...œœœ jœœœ œœœ œœœ
œ ˙ œ

F

˙ Œ œ œ
night. No

...œœœ jœœ œœ œœœ œœœ
œ ˙ œ œ

C

f
- - -

25

The First Noel - 25



&

&
?

˙ œ œœ œœ œœ
el, No

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

37
.œ jœ œ œ

Am7

f

˙̇ Œ œœ œ
el, No

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

.œ jœ œ œ

Em7

..˙̇ œœ
el, No

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
.œ jœ œ œ

F2

˙̇ jœœ ‰ Œ
el,

œœœ œ œ œœœ œœ
˙ ˙

C C
B

- - -

&

&
?

..œœ jœœ œœ œœ œœ
Born is the

...œœœ jœœœ œœœ œ œ œ

41 œ ˙ œ

Am7

.œ̇ Jœ
jœ jœ ‰ œœ

King of

...œœœ
jœœœ jœœœ œœœ jœ

œ ˙ œ

Em

..œœ jœJœ œœ œ œ
Is ra

..œœ jœ œ œœœ
œ ˙ œ

F2

w
el.

...œœœ jœœ ˙̇

œ ˙ œ

C

- -

&

&
?

Ó Œ œ œ
3. Then

..œœ jœœ ˙̇

45 œ ˙ œ

P
˙ œ œ œ œ
let us

..œœ jœœ ˙̇

œ ˙ œ

C5

P

˙ Œ œ œ
all with

..œœ jœœ ˙̇

œ ˙ œ

G
C

.œ Jœ œ œ œ
one ac

..œœ jœœ ˙̇
œ ˙ œ

F
C

-

26

The First Noel - 26



&

&
?

˙ Œ œ œ
cord Sing

..œœ jœœ œœ œœ

49 œ ˙ œ œ

C5

.œ Jœ œ œ
prais es

..œœ jœœ ˙̇
œ ˙ œ

F
C

.œ jœ jœ ‰ œ
to our

..œœ jœœ ˙̇

œ ˙ œ

C5

.œ jœ œ œ œ
heav en ly

..œœ jœœ ˙̇
œ ˙ œ

F
C

˙ Œ œ œ
Lord Who

..œœ jœ ˙̇

œ .˙

C5

F
- - -

&

&
?

˙ œ œ œ œ
hath made

œœœ œ œœœ œœœ œ œ œ

54 œ ˙ œ

C

F

˙ Œ œ œ
heav’n and

...œœœ jœœ œœ œ œ
œ ˙ œ

G

.œ Jœ œ œ œ
earth of

...œœœ jœœœ œœœ œ œ

œ ˙ œ

Am

˙ Œ œ œ
naught, And

..œœ œœ œœ œœœ œœœ œ œ œ

.˙ œ

Em

&

&
?

.œ Jœ œ œ œ
with His

...œœœ
jœœœ œœœ œ œ

58
œ ˙ œ

F

.œ jœ jœ ‰ œ
blood man

...œœœ jœœœ œœœ œ œ

œ ˙ œ

C

.œ jœ œ œ œ
kind hath

...œœœ jœœœ œœœ œœœ
œ ˙ œ

F

˙ Œ œ œ
bought. No

...œœœ jœœ œœ œœœ œœœ
œ ˙ œ œ

C

f
- -

27

The First Noel - 27



&

&
?

..

..

.. ˙ œ œœ œœ œœ
el, No

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

62
.œ jœ œ œ

Am7

f

˙̇ Œ œœ œ
el, No

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

.œ jœ œ œ

Em7

..˙̇ œœ
el, No

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
.œ jœ œ œ

F2

˙̇ jœœ ‰ Œ
el,

œœœ œ œ œœœ œœ
˙ ˙

C C
B

- - -

&

&
?

..

..

....œœ jœœ œœ œœ œœ
Born is the

...œœœ jœœœ œœœ œ œ œ

66 œ ˙ œ

Am7

.œ̇ Jœ
jœ jœ ‰ œœ

King of

...œœœ
jœœœ jœœœ œœœ jœ

œ ˙ œ

Em

..œœ jœ œ œ œ
Is ra

..œœ jœ œ œœœ
œ ˙ œ

F2

1. (meas. 62)

˙ Œ œ œ
el. No

1. (meas. 62)

...œœœ
jœœœ œœœ œœœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

C

- - -

&

&
?

2.

w
el.

2.

‰ jœœœ œœœ œ œœœ œœœ
70 .œ jœ ˙

C

∑

œ .œ œ œ œœ œœ œœœ
.œ jœ œ œ œ

∑

‰ jœœœ œœœ œ œœœ œœœ
.œ jœ ˙

∑U

œ .œ œ œ œœ ˙̇
U

œœ œœ œœ ˙̇U

28

The First Noel - 28



The Whole World Sings at Christmas 

 

 
 
Kid 3: That word, “Noel,” means “birth.” So we use it to sing about Jesus’ birth at Christmas 
time. 
 
Kid 2: But Christmas isn’t just about Jesus’ birth, it’s about new birth for every one of us. 
 
Kid 1: I thought I was already born! 
 
Kid 3: You are, all of us are already born...and one day, all of us are going to die. But God sent 
Jesus his Son so that we can be born again...so that we can live forever with him and with one 
another. 
 
Kid 2: That’s the secret of Christmas: Jesus was born to die so that we might be born again and 
live! Noel! Noel! Noel! 
 

CHOIR SINGS: “The First Day of Christmas” arranged by Jeff Slaughter 
 
[No narration: go directly into...] 
 

CHOIR SINGS: “On This Christmas Morning” arranged by Terry Winch 
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The Whole World Sings at Christmas 

 

 
 
Kid 2: We want to tell the whole world that Christmas is about more than gifts and trees and 
lights and carols... 
 
Kid 1: ...More than shepherds and angels and wise men and mangers. 
 
Kid 3: It’s about life itself. That first Christmas, God sent his Son so that we might have life. If 
there were no Christmas, we wouldn’t have eternal life. 
 

CHOIR SINGS: “Imagine A World Without Christmas” arranged by Kris Crunk 
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The Whole World Sings at Christmas 

 

 
 
Kid 1: The good news is that we don’t have to imagine a world without Christmas! 
 
Kid 2: Jesus IS real! Jesus HAS come! And he’s brought the greatest Christmas gifts of all: 
eternal life, amazing peace, and incredible joy! 
 
Kid 3: So tell the whole world! Let the whole world sing at Christmas! 
 

CHOIR SINGS: “Joy to the World” arranged by Travis Cottrell 
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ẇw ˙

F

œœ œœ ‰ jœ œ œ
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ẇw ˙

C

∑

œœ œœ ‰ jœ œ œ
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