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Choir sings... We Have Seen the Lord
NARRATOR: 

On the same day that God raised Jesus from the dead,  
 two disciples encountered a stranger walking  
  the seven-mile road from Jerusalem to the village of Emmaus. 

Like Mary Magdalene at the tomb, they didn’t recognize Jesus,  
 who pressed them about what had been going on in the Holy City.

“You must be the only one in these parts who hasn’t heard the news!” they replied. 

They explained how the one they hoped was the Messiah had been arrested,  
then executed— 
 but now some of their women were reporting that he was alive! 
  Others went back to investigate, but Jesus was nowhere to be found.

Jesus could have told those walking with him on the road to Emmaus,  
 “Of course I’m not there—I’m here with you!” 

Instead, he showed them how all the scriptures from Moses through the prophets confirmed 
that he was the Messiah 
 and that everything had happened just as it had been written.

These travelers were so taken by this stranger 
 that they invited him to stay the night and share their supper.  
“When he was at the table with them, he took bread,  
 blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  
  Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him;  
   and he vanished from their sight.” (Luke 24:30-31).

They had seen the risen Lord. 

But the miraculous events of that Sunday had begun the previous Sunday,  
 when multitudes welcomed Jesus as he entered the Holy City  
  riding on the back of a humble colt—just as the prophets had foretold.
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Choir sings... Prepare the Way
NARRATOR:

Throughout that final week,  
 Jesus tried to prepare his followers for what lay before them all.

As he and his disciples gathered in an upper room 
 that Thursday evening to celebrate the Passover meal,  
  Jesus revealed that the bread and the wine  
   were actually his own body and blood 
    to be broken and poured out in sacrificial love for them.

Choir sings... In the Name of the Father 
NARRATOR: 

After they had sung a hymn, 
 they left the upper room and headed toward the Garden of Gethsemane 
  where Jesus prayed late into the night.

Under cover of darkness, an armed mob surrounded Jesus.  
Judas, one of the Twelve, betrayed him with a kiss. 

Christ allowed himself to be  
taken into custody,  
 judged by the Sanhedrin,  
  beaten by his guards,  
   condemned by governor Pilate,  
    and then crucified among thieves on a cross 
    outside the very city that had so recently shouted his praises.
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Choir sings... Alas, and Did My Savior Bleed 
NARRATOR: 

No one took his life from him;  
 Jesus laid it down willingly. 
The Lamb of God had been slain,  
 and his shed blood not only covered our sins— 
  but cleansed us from our sins as well. 

Choir sings... O the Blood of Jesus Medley 
(+ Nothing But the Blood, There is a Fountain) 

NARRATOR:

But death did not have the last word. 
 For Jesus did not die a martyr; 
  Rather, he laid down his life as our Savior.

When the women came to his tomb at dawn after the Sabbath, 
 they came expecting to finish preparing his body for burial. 
Instead, they were met by angels who told them  
 that God had raised Jesus from the dead!

Choir sings... Alive! w/Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
NARRATOR: 

The resurrection of Jesus is an historical fact verified by hundreds of witnesses— 
many of whom would endure bitter persecution—and even death—for their testimony.

The apostle Paul writes to the early church:
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For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: 
 that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures,  
  and that he was buried,  
   and that he was raised on the third day 
   in accordance with the scriptures,  
    and that he appeared to Peter, then to the twelve. 

Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time,  
 most of whom are still alive, though some have died.  
Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 
Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.  
For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle,  
 because I persecuted the church of God.  
But by the grace of God I am what I am, 
 and his grace toward me has not been in vain.  
(1 Corinthians 15:3-10)

Paul was no fan of Jesus. 
In fact, he was a revered Jewish Pharisee empowered to prosecute Christians— 
 to have them jailed and even executed.  
But the resurrected Christ confronted him— 
 blinding his eyes so that he could see with his heart— 
  and Saul the persecutor became Paul the apostle 
   who would lay down his life in obedience and worship 
   to his Risen Lord!

Choir sings... Worthy 
NARRATOR:

God’s epic plan was to redeem the world from its sin 
 and thereby adopt each of us as beloved sons and daughters 
  through the saving work of his Son, Jesus.

We can no more be indifferent to the resurrection of Christ  
 than a drowning man can ignore his rescuer  
  or a dying woman can reject life-saving medicine.
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Rather than refusing rescue,  
 We gratefully accept his free offer of eternal life— 
  for there is no other name under heaven by which we can be saved!

Rather than rejecting God’s remedy for our sin-sickness, 
 we bow our knee and raise our voice to proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord!

Though none of us in this room have seen the risen Lord with our eyes,  
 Many of us have truly experienced him in our lives.  
And we look toward that day when our faith shall be sight,  
 When we can say as the first disciples said, 
  “We have seen the Risen Lord!”

Choir sings... Christ Is Risen Indeed
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