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THE FIRST EASTER 

DESCRIPTION: Experience the resurrection through the eyes of those who witnessed it! 
This full-length (45-minute, 9 song) medium difficulty musical features traditional to blended 
arrangements of familiar and original anthems, interspersed with extensive 2-part 
narrations chronicling the most significant event in the history of humanity: The First Easter! 

PERFORMANCE SUGGESTIONS: 

• The narration can be handled by two speakers (ideally one man and one woman), or
by your pastor who can use the narration as the basis for the message at the
service.

• Because some of the narration parts are lengthy, we recommend that your pianist
select some Easter-themed instrumentals from Discover Worship to play quietly
beneath the speaking parts, such as:

o “Near The Cross” arr. Christopher Phillips, Product #: WT-079-07
o “Near the Cross” arr. Regi Stone, Product # WT-130-04
o “Nothing But The Blood” arr. Regi Stone, Product #: DW-11-01-07
o “Nothing But The Blood of Jesus” arr. Don Pardoe, Product #: DW-15-07-05
o “There Is A Fountain” arr. Tim Akers, Product #: WT-129-10
o “Were You There” arr. David Huntsinger, Product #: WT-032-05
o “When I Survey The Wondrous Cross” arr. Bradley Knight, Product #: WT-073-

07
• The scripture passages in the narration are drawn from either the ESV of NIV

versions of the Bible. Feel free to use your preferred translation and to project the
verses onscreen as the narrator reads them.

• Likewise, the musical ends with a salvation prayer that you may want to project on
the screen or print in your bulletin so that your congregation can follow along.
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NARRATOR 1: 

As the sun rose slowly over Jerusalem, the city was anything but serene. 

NARRATOR 2: 

It was the third day. 

…the third day since jealous religious leaders had convinced the Roman governor that a 
popular rabbi named Jesus was a threat to the fragile peace in Israel.  

NARRATOR 1: 

…the third day since soldiers had pounded nails into Jesus’ hands and feet and hung him 
on a wooden cross outside the city to demonstrate what happens to would-be messiahs. 

NARRATOR 2: 

…the third day since a handful of his followers had taken his naked and blooded body 
down, tenderly wrapped him in a burial shroud, and laid his corpse in a borrowed tomb. 

NARRATOR 1: 

It was Sunday.  

NARRATOR 2: 

The First Easter. 

CHOIR SINGS: O Sacred Head 
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O Sacred Head
New Words and Music by

JOEL SHOEMAKE
and BARRY FRENCH 

Arranged by
J. DANIEL SMITH

Permission granted – all photocopying rights within your church.
Copyright © 2008 Big Blue Shoes Music/Big Blue Barry Music (ASCAP)

This arrangement Copyright 2008 Big Blue Shoes Music/Big Blue Barry Music (ASCAP).
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Published by Discover Worship  • 1 (866) 859-7622

From DiscoverWorship.com
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NARRATOR 2: 

Nothing made sense. 

For almost three years, Jesus of Nazareth had journeyed through Israel, 
teaching and preaching that the Kingdom of God was at hand. 

NARRATOR 1: 

To demonstrate his authority, Jesus healed those who were lame and blind and deaf. 
He fed multitudes with a few loaves and fishes. 

He exposed religious hypocrisy and 
invited sinners and outcasts to his table. 

Jesus even raised the dead. 

NARRATOR 2: 

The previous Sunday, 
Jesus had ridden into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey. 

Multitudes lined the streets,  
laying their cloaks on the road before him, 

waiving palm branches, 
and shouting “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord!” 

Could this Jesus be the Messiah prophesied in Scripture? 

NARRATOR 1: 

Before that question could be answered, 
Jesus was seized by an armed mob at night, 

given a mock trial by the Jewish ruling council, 
interrogated by Herod the Tetrarch, 

and then sentenced to death by Pontius Pilate, 
the regional governor. 

NARRATOR 2: 

Jesus was betrayed by one of his closest followers, 
abandoned by his disciples, 

and mocked by soldiers who spat on him and beat his face. 
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NARRATOR 1: 

His back was ripped open by a whip, 
and a crown of thorns was crushed down on his head. 

He was barely recognizable as he staggered through the streets of 
Jerusalem,  

bearing the cross on which he would be executed. 

CHOIR SINGS: Let us Not Forget 
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NARRATOR 1: 

Because Jewish law prohibited leaving dead bodies exposed over the Sabbath, 
Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for permission to remove Jesus’ body. 

NARRATOR 2: 

Pilate agreed.  

So, Joseph and his friend Nicodemus—a fellow religious council member 
who had disagreed with condemning Jesus to death— 

took his body and wrapped it in a linen shroud, 
along with seventy-five pounds of myrrh and aloe spice 

that Nicodemus had brought. 

NARRATOR 1: 

Nearby, there was a garden, 
and in the garden a new, unused tomb belonging to Nicodemus. 

NARRATOR 2: 

As the sun was setting and the Jewish Sabbath about to begin, 
the two men placed Jesus’ body in the tomb, 

and rolled the stone in place at the opening. 
They would finish the burial preparations after the Sabbath. 

NARRATOR 1: 

The religious leaders who put Jesus to death 
feared that his followers would steal his body, 

and then tell everyone that he had risen from the dead. 
So, they convinced Pilate to secure the tomb 

by putting a royal seal on the stone 
and by posting armed guards at the tomb’s entrance. 
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NARRATOR 2: 

Jesus’ friends, family, and followers were distraught. 
What had begun in such hope seemed to have ended in utter despair. 

Many went back to their homes. 
Some went into hiding. 

All were confused, disappointed, devastated. 

NARRATOR 1: 

Then, at dawn, on the third day, everything changed… 

CHOIR SINGS: The Tomb is Empty 
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NARRATOR 2: 

Listen to how Matthew, one of The Twelve Disciples, describes the First Easter: 

NARRATOR 1: 

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 

There was a violent earthquake, 
for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, 

rolled back the stone and sat on it. 

His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 
The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 

NARRATOR 2: 

The angel said to the women, 
“Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 

He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. 
Come and see the place where he lay. 

Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 
‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. 

`There you will see him.’.” 

NARRATOR 1: 

So, the women hurried away from the tomb, 
afraid yet filled with joy, 

and ran to tell his disciples. 
NARRATOR 2: 

Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. 
They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 

Then Jesus said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; 

there they will see me.”   - Matthew 28:1-10 

CHOIR SINGS: Love Rolled the Stone Away 
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NARRATOR 1: 

Luke the Physician continues this amazing story… 

NARRATOR 2: 

Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem. 

They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 

NARRATOR 1: 

As they talked and discussed these things with each other, 
Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 

but they were kept from recognizing him. 

He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 
They stood still, their faces downcast. 

One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, 
“Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know 

the things that have happened there in these days?” 
NARRATOR 2: 

“What things?” he asked. 
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. 

He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 

The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, 
and they crucified him; 

but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. 

NARRATOR 1: 

And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 
In addition, some of our women amazed us. 

They went to the tomb early this morning but didn’t find his body. 

They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 
Then some of our companions went to the tomb 

and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.” 
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NARRATOR 2: 

He [Jesus] said to them, “How foolish you are, 
and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 

Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 
And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, 

he explained to them what was said 
       in all the Scriptures concerning himself. - Luke 24 v. 13-27 

CHOIR SINGS: That Same Jesus 
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NARRATOR 2:   

John the Apostle tells the story of what happened that night: 

NARRATOR 1: 

On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the disciples were together, 

with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, 
 Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 

NARRATOR 2: 

After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. 
The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. – John 20:19-20 

CHOIR SINGS: We Have Seen the Lord 
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NARRATOR 1: 

Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 
So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands 
and put my finger where the nails were, 

and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

NARRATOR 2: 

A week later his disciples were in the house again, 
and Thomas was with them. 

Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you!” 

Then he said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here; see my hands. 

Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 
Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

NARRATOR 1: 

Then Jesus told him, 
“Because you have seen me, you have believed; 
       blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” – John 20:24-29 

CHOIR SINGS: I Am the Resurrection 
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NARRATOR 2: 

Many of us have heard the Easter story so often that it seems little more than a sentimental 
myth… 

something we celebrate but won’t bet our life on. 
But Easter is a matter of life and death… 

because his death gives us new life. 
and his resurrection is living proof of that miraculous gift. 

NARRATOR 1: 

The Apostle Paul, writing years after the First Easter, 
offers overwhelming evidence for the physical resurrection of Jesus 

in I Corinthians 15: 

NARRATOR 2: 

“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: 
that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 

that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 

and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.” 

NARRATOR 1: 

“Then he [Christ] appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, 
most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 

Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 
Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.” 

– I Corinthians 15:3:18
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NARRATOR 2: 

Then, like a skilled courtroom lawyer, 
Paul concludes his argument that Jesus’ resurrection is the very cornerstone of our 

faith: 

NARRATOR 1: 

“ But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, 
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

For since death came through a man, 
the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 

For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.” 
– I Corinthians 15:20-22
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NARRATOR 2:  

The eye-witnesses to the first Easter had ended the previous week confused and 
brokenhearted. 

Although they had read the promises of Scripture  
and had heard Jesus’ testimony about himself, 

they only began to understand after the resurrection. 

NARRATOR 1: 

Likewise, you may have heard sermons about Christ and sung songs about Easter, 
but it’s only after you encounter the Risen Lord for yourself do you begin to 

understand… 
who he is,  

what he’s done,  
and how his death and resurrection change everything. 

NARRATOR 2: 

Will be this Easter be the First Easter that you can say, “I believe”? 
If so, we invite you to pray this prayer with us: 

NARRATOR 1: 

Heavenly Father, I confess my sin and disobedience before You, now. 
I realize that—although the penalty for sin is death— 

You sent your only Son into our world to live the life I should have lived 
and to die the death I should have died. 

On the third day, You raised Jesus from the grave 
as a witness to everyone that Your love triumphs over everything— 

even death itself. 
Your Risen Son walked and talked and ate and taught for forty days 

before ascending into heaven  
where He now shares Your throne and 

ever intercedes for me, Your child. 
I receive your free gift of salvation now. 

Thank You for saving me 
and for sending Your Holy Spirit  

to transform me into the likeness of Jesus, 
in whose powerful name I pray. Amen. 

CHOIR SINGS: Christ The Lord Has Risen Today with Hallelujah 
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