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Description: With reverence and sophistication, this moderately difficult 40-minute cantata w/short, biblical 
narration spans Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday & Good Friday to Resurrection Sunday. Features nine 2-, 
3- & 4-part arrangements including piano prelude, a cappella piece and optional “Hallelujah Chorus” finale.

Performance suggestions: An alternative to having individuals do all the narration parts would be to project 
the scripture verses (or include them in the bulletin) for congregational reading.

Instrumental Prelude

Piano plays... What Wondrous Love w/ 
O Sacred Head Now Wounded

Narration:

Reading from the twelfth chapter of the Gospel of John:

…A great crowd who had come to the feast [of the Passover] 
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.  
So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying,  
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!”

—John 12:12-13

Choir sings... Blessed Is He
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Words, Music and
Arrangement by
HAL WRIGHT
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Copyright © 2000 Hal Wright. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Choir sings... Blessed Is He

Reading from the 22nd chapter of the Gospel of Luke:

And when the hour came, he sat at table, and the apostles with him. 
And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 
for I tell you I shall not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 

And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, 
“Take this, and divide it among yourselves; 
for I tell you that from now on I shall not drink of the fruit of the vine 
until the kingdom of God comes.” 

And he took bread, and when he had given thanks he broke it and gave it to them, saying, 
“This is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

And he came out, and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; 
and the disciples followed him. 

And when he came to the place he said to them, 
“Pray that you may not enter into temptation.” 

And he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, 
and knelt down and prayed, 
“Father, if thou art willing, remove this cup from me; 
nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.”

—Luke 22:14-19, 39-42

Choir sings... The Time Has Come
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The Time Has Come
(SATB and Piano with Optional Oboe)
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Choir sings... The Time Has Come

Reading from the 27th chapter of the Gospel of Matthew:

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium,  
and they gathered the whole battalion before him.  
And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe upon him, 
and plaiting a crown of thorns they put it on his head,  
and put a reed in his right hand.  
And kneeling before him they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”  
And they spat upon him, and took the reed and struck him on the head.  
And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe,  
and put his own clothes on him, and led him away to crucify him.

—Matthew 27:27-31

Choir sings... O Sacred Head Now Wounded

Choir sings... Beneath The Cross of JesusSAM
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O Sacred Head Now Wounded
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Choir sings... O Sacred Head Now Wounded

Choir sings... Beneath The Cross of Jesus

The apostle Paul wrote these words in the fifth chapter of his letter to the Church at Rome:

While we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  
Why, one will hardly die for a righteous man— 
though perhaps for a good man one will dare even to die. 

But God shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. 

—Romans 5:6-8

Choir sings... What Wondrous Love Is This?
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Choir sings... What Wondrous Love Is This?

Reading from the 24th chapter of Luke’s Gospel:

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb,  
taking the spices which they had prepared.  
And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb,  
but when they went in they did not find the body.  
While they were perplexed about this, behold,  
two men stood by them in dazzling apparel;  
and as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground,  
the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?

—Luke 24:1-5
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Choir sings... Alive

The apostle Paul wrote this in the second chapter of his letter to the Philippians:

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,  
who, though he was in the form of God,  
did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, 
being born in the likeness of men. 

And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death,  
even death on a cross.  
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name,  
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

—Philippians 2:5-11
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Choir sings... Crown Him With Many Crowns

Optional Finale

Reading from the fifteenth chapter of Paul’s first letter to the Corinthian church:

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received,  
that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures,  
that he was buried,  
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures…

If Christ has not been raised,  
your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.  
Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  
If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all men most to be pitied. 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead,  
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

—1 Corinthians 15:3-4, 17-20
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